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From the 

Environment and Water Committee 

Climate Change 
This summer, a wetter than normal summer with an extreme heat event took a toll on fruit 
quality and storage condition.  A very high snowpack is a concern for next Spring, and the 
disease issues that that brought on in previous wet Springs.  Climate change is here, and it is a 
challenging time for growers to adapt and respond to the more erratic weather patterns from 
year to year. 
 
The Climate Action Initiative has delivered several projects in the Okanagan: 

- The “Decision Aid System” is being delivered by SIR - this is the third and final year of 
the pilot project. 

- Development of an irrigation planning 'tool’ to assess farm irrigation needs and systems, 
which received some support in demonstration of the tool in the past year, but more 
needs to be done. 

BCFGA reps attended the Agricultural Climate Action Research Network (ACARN) meeting in 
Kelowna in December, 2019.  Thank you to all of the growers who attended the public session 
of ACARN.  The network is linking researchers to find solutions to climate-caused problems, and 
the researchers appreciate the practical input of growers on what their priorities are. 
 
Ag Waste Control Regulation 
BCFGA is concerned about the proposed Phosphate regulation. 
 
The provincial waste control regulation is in place, although it is now called “Code of Practice”, 
rather than regulation.  Nitrogen (N) and Phosphate (P) are being regulated.  Nitrogen is not a 
problem for Okanagan (low risk of leaching into aquifers due to low rainfall), but Phosphate may 
be regulated if close to stream or lake.  The Ministry of Environment has identified the whole 
Okanagan agriculture as a contributor to Phosphate run-off into Okanagan Lake, but we are told 
by researchers that there is no scientific evidence of a problem, so we will be taking information 
forward to the BC Ministry of Environment to ask them to modify the risk map for Phosphate. 
 
Water Well Registration 
The registration deadline has been extended for irrigation use of water that is pumped from a 
well.  If you only use a well for residential purposes, or if you are on a municipal water system, 
you will not need to register.  
If you submit your well registration application on or before March 1, 2022, your one-time 
application fees will be waived.  There are some annual fees that will be owing, but these will 
eventually need to be paid to get your water well license and secure your access to well water. 



Senior licensees are given priority over junior licensees when it comes to exercising their full 
rights to water. If you are an existing user and you apply for a water licence during the first six 
years of the WSA (February 29, 2016 to March 1, 2022), you will be granted a date of 
precedence based on the date you began using groundwater, as determined by evidence 
submitted with the application. If you wait to apply until after March 1, 2022, you will be treated 
as a new applicant and given a junior priority date based on the date of your application. 

Open Burning Smoke Control Regulation 
The Open Burning Smoke Control Regulation is updated and came into force in 2019.  There is 
not a lot of information on the regulation and there is some confusion with local government 
burning regulations.  The Regional District of Fraser Valley provided a concise summary of the 
new regulation, including a comparison to the old regulation. 
 

Provisions  Old OBSCR New OBSCR 

Smoke Sensitivity Zones based 
on population density 

Category A: cities, towns and 
villages Category B: everywhere 
else 

High, Medium, and Low Zones 
based on exposure risk as 
specified by Schedule 3 of the 
OBSCR 

Burning requirements for 
different zones  

Requirements and burn periods 
are the same across the 
province, except within 
municipal boundaries 

Stricter requirements and 
shorter burn period for High 
Sensitivity Zones, relaxed 
requirements and longer burn 
periods for Low Sensitivity 
Zones 

Setbacks 100 m from neighbors 500 m 
from schools, hospitals, and 
care facilities Cannot be relaxed 
or reduced. 

500 m from neighbors 1000 m 
from schools, hospitals, and 
care facilities. Can be reduced 
by a substitution order from the 
Director. 

Location of open burning  Vegetative debris cannot be 
moved for burning from the 
location where the debris 
originates. 

 Vegetative debris can be 
moved for burning from the 
location of origin within a 5 km 
radius. 
 

 Burning under Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan 
 

Not covered previously Allowed under certain conditions 
and with authorization from the 
Director 

Burning Diseased Vegetative 
Debris 

Not covered previously Allowed under certain conditions 
and with authorization from the 
Director 

  



 

Provisions  Old OBSCR New OBSCR 

Using Air Curtain Burners Director can prohibit open 
burning  

Director can prohibit open 
burning in some circumstances. 
Director has power to substitute 
requirements under regulation. 
Director is empowered to issue 
permits and approvals for 
certain burning practices 

Exemptions such as domestic 
and agricultural burning 

Unclear line between burning 
that is exempt from the OBSCR 
and burning that is included in 
the OBSCR 

OBSCR applies to any domestic 
or agricultural debris where the 
branches are greater than 10 cm 
in diameter. 

 
Unfortunately, while some of these changes are aimed at improving air quality, some of the 
changes will make operation of our farms more complicated.  Provincial staff are in the process 
of preparing communication materials summarizing the new Regulation. These materials will be 
provided once they are available.  
 
Okanagan Basin Water Stewardship Council 
 
Adrian Arts and alternate Glen Lucas represent BCFGA on the Okanagan Basin Water Board’s 
Okanagan Water Stewardship Committee, where we can review, analyze and have input into 
water planning at a regional level.  A new strategic plan was put in place, and our concerns as 
agriculture were included in the document, such as support for an Agricultural Water Reserve. 
 
Deer Control 
Damage to orchards by wildlife  is a major concern.  In the prior year, the BCFGA identified the 
need to form a deer control sub-committee.  Other priorities resulted in the formation of the 
sub-committee and we will re-prioritize for this year. 
 
Environmental Farm Plans 
Everyone should consider having an Environmental Farm Plan.  There is funding available for 
projects, for those who participate.  The BCFGA is committed to getting more growers 
participating in EFPs.  
 
Adrian Arts is on the planning committee for EFPS/CAI and he is working to improve the 
programs and make participation in the programs even more beneficial. 
 
Thank you to everyone involved for engaging in the environmental issues. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deep Brar, Chair 


